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When Judge Rosswell Carew makes the gruesome 
discovery of two corpses on a river bank in the 
Missouri Ozarks, he's plunged into a storm of 
deadly secrets that threaten both him and his 
fiancee, Tina Parkmore. Unsatisfied with the way 
the authorities are conducting the investigation, 
Rosswell, who's always nurtured a secret desire to 
be a detective, teams up with an ex-con, Ollie 
Groton, to solve the case before the killer can 
murder again. Rosswell uncovers a maze of 
crimes so tangled that he must fight his way to a 
solution or die trying. 

Judge Rosswell Carew’s fiancée is still missing. 
Because her last call to him came from a payphone 
in Sainte Genevieve, Carew arranges to hold court 
there so he can pursue his search for her. When he 
witnesses someone who resembles Tina tossed 
from a riverboat ferry, he's plunged into a 
nightmare world he never knew existed. Rosswell 
is astounded when he discovers that what he saw 
and the fate of Tina are intertwined. Unable to 
convince the local authorities that something 
deadly is going on, Rosswell teams up with his 
faithful research assistant Ollie Groton to discover 
the truth. The excitement never lets up until the 
last page. 

After he witnesses the prosecutor tumble to his 
death on the steps of the courthouse in Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, Judge Rosswell Carew 
immediately suspects his archenemy Nathaniel 
Dahlbert of murder. None of the authorities 
believe Rosswell because of his troublesome 
background. When he teams up with his reluctant 
“research assistant” Ollie Groton, unknown hiding 
places, untold secrets, and unsolved crimes push 
Rosswell to the brink. If he can’t convince the 
cops who the murderer is, his own life, along with 
the lives of his family and friends, may also come 
to a grisly end. 
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BILL HOPKINS is retired after beginning his legal career in 1971 and serving as a private attorney, prosecuting attorney, an 
administrative law judge, and a trial court judge, all in Missouri.  

His poems, short stories, and non-fiction have appeared in many different publications. He's had several short plays produced.  

Bill is a member of Mystery Writers of America, Dramatists Guild, Horror Writers Association, Missouri Writers Guild, Sisters 
in Crime and Sisters in Crime St. Louis.  

Bill is also a photographer who has sold work in the United States, Canada, and Europe. He and his wife, Sharon, a retired 
mortgage banker and, also a published writer, live in Marble Hill, Missouri, with their dogs and cats. Besides writing, Bill and 
Sharon are involved in collecting and restoring Camaros and attending car shows.  

COURTING MURDER, RIVER MOURN, BLOODY EARTH, and UNFINISHED GRAVE are the first four books of the 
JUDGE ROSSWELL CAREW MYSTERY series.  

RIVER MOURN WON THE 2014 MISSOURI WRITERS’ GUILD SHOW-ME BEST BOOK AWARD.  

Bill Hopkins may be reached at P.O. Box 1100, Marble Hill, MO 6374-1100, telephone 573-238-5053, through his publisher at 
http://www.deadlywritespublishing.com, or via his author page at http://tinyurl.com/Bill-Hopkins-Amazon-AuthorPage. 

Follow Bill on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/judgehopkins and https://www.facebook.com/billandsharonhopkins/ 
Follow Bill on Twitter at https://www.facebook.com/judgehopkins 
 

UNFINISHED GRAVE 
by Bill Hopkins 

 
Publication Date: June 2015 

  Publisher: Deadly Writes Publishing, 
LLC  

Price: $14.95 
Pages: 260 

Format: Paperback  
Size: 6 X 9  

ISBN 13:  978-0989345699 
Available in print and e-book from 

Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and other 
book retailers, and e-book at 

Smashwords. 

In the unlikely event that you're standing under a 
balcony and a corpse falls on you, it's probably 
better that it not be someone you have a grudge 
against. Judge Rosswell Carew's peaceful 
morning at a campground in the Ozarks is 
disrupted when the body of Judge Stoneking-
Marzetta tumbles onto him. Rosswell becomes the 
dreaded "person of interest" who must use all his 
wits and wiles, accompanied by his faithful 
research assistant, Ollie Groton, to prove his 
innocence and trap the killer. 


